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August 5, 2007
Leadership Conference of Women Religious New Frontiers of Challenge for Religious Life
[Kansas City, MO]  The leaders of US orders of Catholic sisters met in Kansas City, Missouri from August 1 to 4 to explore the unique challenges facing religious life. Meeting in assembly, approximately 750 members of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) spent the days engaging with speakers and in conversation with one another around key issues impacting religious life today.

Speakers called the assembly to speak boldly and courageously about the state of religious life and its mission in the Catholic church and world. Keynoter Sister Laurie Brink, OP urged the leaders to move beyond indecision about the direction of religious life. “If we do not make a decision about who we are and who we want to be, the decision will be made for us.” She named three challenges facing religious life today: recognizing the various directions being taken by women religious now, evaluating which of these will foster the life and charism of religious congregations, and moving headlong into the direction that religious choose. She named four directions in which religious congregations are moving: death with dignity, acquiescence to others’ expectations, sojourning in a new land not yet known, and reconciliation for the sake of the mission.

LCWR president Sister Mary Dacey, SSJ also addressed three of the frontiers facing religious:  global spirituality, dialogue, and persons who are poor. In facing these areas of challenge and ministry she noted that religious leaders must be clear about who they stand with and who they stand for. “You must say the truth that others cannot hear;” she urged, “you must articulate the hope that cannot be imagined.”

Further exploration of other frontiers took place through a panel presentation and breakout sessions with journalist John L. Allen;  attorney and director of NETWORK Simone Campbell, SSS; psychologist Fran Ferder, FSPA; and psychologist Lynn Levo, CSJ. 

The assembly participants gave public witness in Kansas City at an outdoor prayer service for peace held at the World War I Memorial. They also approved a resolution to preserve and renew US wetlands and coastlands and strengthen Louisiana levees, and another resolution calling all LCWR members to participate in a rolling fast and advocacy for debt cancellation for impoverished countries.

LCWR presented its 2007 Outstanding Leadership Award to Sister Joan Chittister, OSB, a well-known author, speaker, and advocate for human rights and peace. LCWR members also elected Sister J. Lora Dambroski, OSF, provincial minister of the US province of the Sisters of Saint Francis of the Providence of God as the conference president, and reelected Sister Jeanne Bessette, OSF as the conference secretary.
Today LCWR has approximately 1500 members who are elected leaders of their religious orders, representing approximately 67,000 Catholic sisters. The conference develops leadership, promotes collaboration within church and society, and serves as a voice for systemic change. 

The keynote and presidential addresses from this assembly are available at www.lcwr.org.
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