Assembly Resolution 2007

Preserve and Renew US Wetlands & Coastlands

RESOLUTION
Aware of our call to care for the creation entrusted to us, LCWR members will promote federal and local legislation which is directed to preserving and renewing America’s wetlands and coastal regions and to strengthening Louisiana levees to sustain a category 5 hurricane.
RATIONALE 
The LCWR Call for 2004-2009 expresses our consciousness that environmental degradation threatens all of God’s creation, that people are awakening to the wonder and fragility of our universe and the place of humans within it, and that today’s leaders are experiencing the pressing impact of a rapidly evolving world and universe.  Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma have dramatically highlighted this consciousness and the urgency of our call to respond.  A continuing theme of Catholic Social Teaching is that care for this earth is a form of participating in God’s act of creating and sustaining the world.  The theme of our assembly this year invites us to pay attention to the frontier, a “place of wilderness at the edge of a settled land.” America’s wetlands and coasts are those physical places of wilderness that require our present attention.

BACKGROUND: Why should we care?
All wetlands serve important functions:


Preservation of water quality


Mitigation of local flooding


Genetic bank of species diversity


Basis of food chains and breeding grounds for many open-water fish
What’s happening to Louisiana is an illustration of devastating effects of wetland destruction:
· Coastal Louisiana has been branded as America’s WETLAND due to its vital importance to the well being of the United States.

· “Wetland Loss” is the conversion of vegetated wetlands to open water.

1900 square miles (1.2 million acres), approximately the size of Delaware has been lost since 1932.
· The loss from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita was 218 square miles of vegetated marsh.

· America’s WETLAND is losing about 10.3 square miles of vegetated wetlands per year. 
Causes
· Levees and dams have cut off sediment replenishment from the overflow of the river.

· Oil and gas exploration and pipeline canals have allowed extensive salt water intrusion into freshwater areas.  These were legal activities done to meet the national need for energy.

· Navigation channels have also allowed the distribution of salt water into fresh areas.

· Natural causes such as sediment sinking and sea level rise also contribute.
Importance of protecting Louisiana’s wetlands
· Every 2.7 to 4 miles of lost marsh correlates to a one-foot rise in storm surge.

· Two million people are now more vulnerable because wetlands have disappeared.

· Fishing, Shipping, Energy and Tourism, industries vital to the economy of Louisiana are at risk.

.
1/3 of oil and gas production comes across the coast of Louisiana.  The US Treasury receives annually $7.5 billion from oil and gas royalties produced from the Outer Continental Shelf.  Of this, $5 billion comes from offshore Louisiana—of which Louisiana gets zero!

· 30% of all seafood consumed in the U.S. comes from the waters of Louisiana

· The Port of New Orleans is the largest by tonnage in the U.S.; five of the country’s 15 largest ports are in Louisiana.  New tonnage has increased y 4% over its pre-Katrina levels.

SUGGESTED ACTIONS
1. Ask members of Congress to support the Water Resources Development Act (H.R. 1495) which authorizes a Coastal Louisiana Ecosystem Protection and Restoration Task Force. (WRDA passed in both House and Senate and now in conference committee)

2. Support additional legislation that may be proposed to protect wetlands and/or coastal regions in the Gulf area and in your geographical area.

3. Seek additional information about wetlands protection, e.g. www.americaswetlandresources.com/background; www.womenofthestorm.net .

4. Get to know your wetlands.  Learn about dangers to wetlands and about wetland restoration activities in your area.

5. Practice routine practical activities such as:

a. Save water.  Saving water helps wetlands by reducing the volume of water going through sewage treatment plants.

b. Dispose of household products carefully.  Never pour paints, preservatives, brush cleaners and solvents down a drain.  Learn about your neighborhood’s household hazardous waste disposal program.

c. Care for lawns cautiously. Lawns with trees and shrubs prevent erosion, soak up nutrients before they run off into wetlands, and improve soil. Don’t over-fertilize and water only when dry.

ORIGIN OF PROPOSAL: Region 5 with the support of Region 3

Contact person: Sister Beth Fitzpatrick, O. Carm., emtcarmel@bellsouth.net
