      

  








Summer, 2008

Dear Sisters,

It has been six months since the return of the Catholic Relief Services sponsored delegation of women religious to the Iraqi refugees in the Middle East.  During this time we have been raising awareness and educating the U.S. and international church and public, about the Iraqi refugee crisis through workshops as well as through print, TV, radio and electronic media. Likewise, members of the delegation continue to lobby members of Congress and local legislators on behalf of the more than 2 million internally displaced and 2 million Iraqi refugees.  We are happy to report that our work is showing signs of hope.  The U.S. government is responding to advocacy from the U.S. people.  Our legislators are gradually giving more attention to the funding and resettlement needs of the Iraqi refugee crisis.  However, given the scope of the problem, there is still much work to be done.

In addition to these activities of the last six months, which we will continue, the Sisters’ delegation has been collaborating with the Middle East Staffs of Caritas Internationalis and CRS, working with the refugees in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt, to identify a concrete project to address a widespread problem among the Iraqi refugees.  The problem is TRAUMA. A United Nations report released in January ’08 highlighted the many forums of violence and torture endured by Iraqi refugees including beatings, electric shocks, objects being placed under fingernails, burns and rape.  Testimony regarding the reality and impact of trauma in the lives of the Iraqi refugees has been received from the refugees themselves, from NGOs, direct service agencies, and from fact- finding missions such as that of the USCCB in July ‘ 07.  All agree that helping Iraqis cope with trauma is a critical component in their ability to rebuild their lives and contribute to the future of Iraq.
We are writing to you to ask your collaboration in the funding of a project that our delegation regards as critical to the support of the Iraqi refugees -  THE IRAQI REFUGEE TRAUMA TRAINING PROJECT.  The project, which is summarized below intends to offer special trauma training to Middle East staff working with the refugees.  The trainees will then train other staff so as to grow capacity among the service providers in helping Iraqis who are suffering from the effects of sustained exposure to personal and societal violence. Trauma intervention will not only help Iraqi refugees recover personal and communal well-being but will also enable them to contribute more fully in the work of peacebuilding within their communities and nation.  

The total amount we are striving to raise for the training is $84,640.00. The two part training program is scheduled for October ‘08 and Spring ‘09. We know that there are many demands on your compassion and your generosity but we hope you can find a way to collaborate in this significant intervention at this critical time in history.    For additional information on the project and how to contribute please see the attached one-page document.
Gratefully,

Simone Campbell, SSS, Anne Curtis, RSM, Durstyne Farnan, OP, Arlene Flaherty, OP, 

Toni Harris, OP, Marie Lucey, OSF, Clare Nolan, RGS, Carmen Villegas

Iraqi Refugee Trauma Training
Name of Organization:  


Catholic Relief Services
Countries targeted by the project:
Middle East Countries (Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt)
Proposed period of activity:

September 1, 2008-March 30, 2009
CRS Project :



1424 857 0049
As the third largest growing displaced population in the world, the magnitude of the Iraqi refugee crisis cannot be overstated. The United Nations estimates that more than 4 million Iraqis are displaced from their homes including some 2.2 million inside Iraqi and approximately 2 million living in countries such as Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt. A significant number of the refugees fleeing Iraq are suffering from depression, anxiety, and post traumatic stress disorder. A UNHCR report released in January ’08, estimates that one in five of Iraqi refugees currently living in Syria are classified as "victims of torture and/or violence" in Iraq. The report highlighted the many forms of torture suffered by Iraqi refugees, including beatings, electric shocks, objects being placed under fingernails, burns and rape. Additional information on this report can be located at: http://www.unhcr.org/news/NEWS/47626dbe14.html
The focus of the Trauma Training Project is to build skills and capacity among CRS and Caritas Social workers who are working with Iraqi refugees in the Middle East.  The project proposes to provide training  (through the 2 Session STAR Training Program at Eastern Mennonite University, ( EMU)  for a core group of 8-12 social workers in identifying the symptoms of trauma and appropriate interventions. The training will be conducted in fall, ‘08 and spring. ‘09 The trainees will return to the Middle East to train other social workers in order to grow capacity to assist the Iraqi refugees in ways that not only support personal and communal well-being but also contribute to the work of peacebuilding within their communities and nation. 

Following the training participants will be able to: identify the components of an effective psycho-social training for other staff working with the refugees, produce a model training session appropriate and adaptable to local needs and to be implemented in different Middle Eastern countries, produce a relevant evaluation system, assess outputs of the training, adapt the plan and design effective psycho social activities for specific target groups. For further information on STAR Training at EMU go to http://www.emu.edu/cjp/star/trauma-healing-seminars
Budget:  The total budget for this project is $84, 640.00 (US)  See donation information below.

The Project Goal:  Grow capacity to assist Iraqi refugees to address impact of trauma on their lives; support their personal and communal well-being and their contributions to peacebuilding within their communities and nation.  

Desired Outcome:  Alleviate the trauma of Iraqi refugees living in the Middle East through appropriate interventions

Strategic Objectives of the Project:  
· Build capacity and resilience of staff working with traumatized groups. Trainees will have an understanding of abuse and trauma, including causes, different treatments available, list sources of help in a range of situations, and a clear understanding of how to work in these complex conditions.

· Trainees, returning to the Middle East will conduct training of other staff so as to grow skills with respect to trauma interventions and outreach capacity.

· Trainees will provide appropriate Middle East Programs to help Iraqi refugees cope with trauma.

Project Contact: Doug Ryan CRS/Middle East Sub Region Representative dryan@eme.crs.org
Donations: payable to Catholic Relief Services. Please indicate 
Middle East Iraqi Refugee Trauma Project on check  

Mail to: Catholic Relief Services 228 W. Lexington St. Baltimore, Maryland  21201-3413






Simone Campbell, SSS, Executive Director, NETWORK, A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:scampbell@networklobby.org" ��scampbell@networklobby.org�





Anne Curtis, RSM, Leadership Team Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:acurtis@sistersofmercy.org" ��acurtis@sistersofmercy.org�





Durstyne Farnan, OP, Dominican Co-Promoter of Justice for North America � HYPERLINK "mailto:dfarnan@adriandominicans.org" ��dfarnan@adriandominicans.org�





Arlene Flaherty, OP, Dominican Sisters of Blauvelt, Delegation Coordinator


� HYPERLINK "mailto:arflah@aol.com" ��arflah@aol.com�





Antoinette Harris, OP, International Dominican Co–Promoter for Justice and Peace


� HYPERLINK "mailto:toniharrisop@aol.com" ��toniharrisop@aol.com�





Marie Lucey, OSF,  


LCWR Associate Director for Social Mission


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mlucey@lcwr.org" ��mlucey@lcwr.org�





Clare Nolan,  Good Shepherd Sisters, UN/ NGO representative 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:cnolan8345@aol.com" ��cnolan8345@aol.com�





Carmen Villegas, Las Hermanas


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Carmen.villegas@nychhc.org" ��Carmen.villegas@nychhc.org�











