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Marie Lucey, OSF: Leadership Conference of Women Religious
My name is Sister Marie Lucey and I offer a statement on behalf of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, a national organization of elected leaders of U.S. congregations of women religious representing over 60,000 Catholic sisters.

Today’s hearing is a deja vu scene.  In December, 2006, I was among those who offered testimony against the DOE proposed “Complex 2030.”  In 2007, we applauded the Congress for approving zero dollars for that proposal to build the Consolidated Plutonium Center to produce up to 200 nuclear warheads per year.  Now here we are, back again in 2008, to again say NO.  Today the proposed bomb plant, with its production capacity of 80 warheads a year, is smaller than the Complex 2030 request, but its intent is the same: to enable an increase in U.S. nuclear weapons production capacity.
While we agree with the recommendations to consolidate weapon-grade nuclear materials into fewer locations, and to reduce the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile, we strongly oppose the building of a new bomb plant.  Increasing our country’s capacity to produce nuclear warheads not only threatens our compliance with the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, but goes against U.S. public opinion and follows an outmoded view of the world and way of thinking.  This proposal ignores the need for an overhaul of the larger U.S. security strategy.  As you know, Congress has ordered two new studies on the role of nuclear weapons.  To commit increasingly scarce U.S. dollars to this unnecessary and misdirected bomb plant would be folly.  Rather, it is now the moment for strategizing how to achieve a nuclear weapons-free world.

Others can present the scientific and technological arguments better than I.  For us, one of the strongest arguments against the building of a new bomb plant lies in our religious belief and in the social teachings of our Church.  This year marks the 25th anniversary of the U.S. Catholic Bishops Peace Pastoral Letter on War and Peace.  In 1983 the bishops declared: “The whole world must summon the moral courage and technical means to say no to nuclear conflict; no to weapons of mass destruction; no to an arms race which robs the poor and the vulnerable. . .”  And one year ago, the conference of bishops stated: “A global ban (on nuclear weapons) is more than a moral ideal; it should be a policy goal.”  Our country has the technical means the bishops called for.  When will it muster the moral courage?
One of William Shakespeare’s often quoted lines is, “A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”  In a more sinister application, changing the name from Complex 2030 to Complex Transformation does not change the dangerous, costly and misguided intent of the proposal to increase U.S. capacity to build new nuclear weapons.  The name itself is particularly repugnant to people of faith for whom “transformation” has a sacred connotation, often referring to a spiritual change for the better.  The proposed Chemistry and Metallurgy Replacement nuclear facility to be built at Los Alamos is NOT a change for the better, but a big step backward in ridding the world of nuclear weapons.  The Leadership Conference of Women Religious speaks against this plan.  We urge the Department of Energy to put its expertise at the service of creating needed environmentally friendly alternative energy sources and to ways of denuclearizing existing U.S. arsenals.  We will be happy to testify on behalf of such worthy proposals.
Thank you. 
